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Jonathan Laurence

Jonathan Laurence is an assistant professor in the political science department at Boston
College, where he teaches courses on European politics and state-religion relations in modern
Europe. He is a Nonresident Senior Fellow in Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution
(Washington, DC).

During Spring 2008, Laurence is a visiting scholar at the Weatherhead Center for
International Affairs.

Laurence is currently at work on a book about religious accommodation and political
integration in modern Europe. His first book, Integrating Islam (co-authored with Justin Vaisse), was
published by Brookings Press (2006) and in French translation by Odile Jacob (2007).

Laurence received a Ph.D.(2006) and M.A.(2003) from Harvard University’s department of
government, a bachelor's degree summa cum laude from Cornell University (1998), and a Certificat
d’Etudes Politiques from Sciences Po - Paris (1997). His Ph.D. dissertation, a study of state-Islam
relations in Western Europe, was awarded the 2006 Harold D. Lasswell prize for best dissertation in
public policy by the American Political Science Association.

His research interests include comparative European politics, Islam in Europe, anti-
Semitism, post-war Jewish communities, and the politics of immigrant integration in Europe.
Previously, he was a visiting fellow at the Brookings Institution, a visiting scholar at NYU’s Center
for European Studies, a doctoral fellow at the Hauser Center for Nonprofit Organizations at the
Kennedy School of Government and at the Centre Americain de Sciences Po, and a guest
researcher at the Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin. He is also a previous participant of the Aspen
Institute - Berlin Young Professionals Program and the BMW Herbert Quandt Foundation’s
Transatlantic Forum.

Laurence has authored numerous academic articles, book chapters and policy reports on
European politics. His work has been published by the International Crisis Group, the Migration
Policy Institute, the Bertelsmann Stiftung, the Center for Strategic and International Studies, and the
Center on the US and Europe at the Brookings Institution. His articles have also appeared in
Foreign Affairs, Formiche, French Politics, Culture and Society, German Politics and Society, Neue
Soziale Bewegungen, New Europe Review, as well as in several edited volumes.
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